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Developing proposals for RfPB: a support programme for applicants 
A series of workshops on Monday 13th September, Monday 1st November 

and Tuesday 14th December 2010 (all at 12pm – 4pm with lunch)
Institute of Health Sciences Seminar Room G306a, Ground floor 

Jean McFarlane Building, University Place, University of Manchester
Are YOU planning to submit a Research for Patient Benefit grant application in January 2011?  Do YOU want advice from experts on topics such as research methods, patient/public involvement, and costings?

NIHR Research Design Service for the North West (RDS) (www.rds-nw.nihr.ac.uk/) and the Institute of Health Sciences (www.manchester.ac.uk/IHS) are providing a programme to support people applying to the NIHR RfPB programme for research funding.  
For those planning to submit an RfPB proposal in the 14th funding round (final submission deadline 21 January 2011) we will provide a facilitated support programme for applicants involving three half-day workshops, individual 1:1 advice, and referral to experts where needed.   The aim is to maximise YOUR chances of success in securing RfPB funding, and to ensure your project is robust, well designed and properly supported.

· The programme is open to staff in all universities and NHS organisations across the NW
· There is no charge for the programme.
· It is a requirement that participants commit to taking part in all three workshops, and to working on their RfPB grant proposal between workshops.

There will only be 12 places available on the programme.  If it is oversubscribed we will prioritise those we think are most likely to benefit from the support it provides.
Programme overview
The programme will consist of a series of three interactive workshops at which participants and facilitators will discuss and develop RfPB grant proposals held on:
· Monday 13th September 2010 (12-4 with Lunch) 

· Monday 1st November  2010 (12-4 with Lunch)
· Tuesday 14th December  2010 (12-4 with Lunch)
The programme facilitators will be:
· Andy Vail – Senior Lecturer in Biostatistics, Health Methodology Research Group, University of Manchester and an Associate Director of the NIHR RDS for NW
· Adam Garrow – Research Fellow, Centre for Social Justice Research, The University of Salford and Honorary Faculty Research Fellow, Faculty of Medical and Human Sciences at the University of Manchester
· Kieran Walshe – Professor of Health Policy and Management at Manchester Business School and Director of the Institute of Health Sciences at the University of Manchester.
We plan to bring into the workshops other contributors to advise on project costing and financing, patient and public involvement, health economics, and other research methodologies as appropriate.

How to apply for the programme

If you would like to apply for a place on the programme or have any queries, please contact: -Margaret.Holmes-2@manchester.ac.uk  (Administrator -  RDS North West) Tel: 0161 306 8009
You should include:

a) your name, post and contact details
b) the title and a  Lay/Plain English Summary of your planned RfPB project (MAXIMUM 400 words) covering the key points of your proposal and avoiding all technical terms

c) brief details of what research grants you have held or what research projects you have been involved in.   

Applications must be received by Tuesday 29th June and applicants will be informed of whether they have secured a place by end of July 2010. 
*****

The NIHR Research for Patient Benefit (RfPB) Programme is a nationally co-ordinated funding stream for regionally commissioned research. There are ten regional funding committees to commission local health service research. Budgets are in proportion to the regional population.  The national budget is £25 million per annum. Individual research projects can last for up to 36 months with a budget of up to £250,000. 

The Programme supports projects in Health Services Research and Public Health, either quantitative or qualitative, and should aim to: 
· study the way that NHS services are provided and used 

· evaluate whether interventions are effective and provide value for money 

· examine whether alternative means for providing healthcare would be more beneficial in terms of cost and effectiveness 

· formally assess innovations and developments in healthcare which will benefit of patients. 

This national response-mode funding programme supports high quality, investigator led research that is relevant to the NHS.  The RfPB programme:

· funds research related to day-to-day practice in areas identified and developed by health service staff 

· includes high quality academic input 

· selects proposals for funding on the basis of the quality of the research proposal and its relevance to the broader NHS 

Submission Deadline (21 January 2011, 5 PM)
The NIHR Research Design Service for the North West (NIHR RDS NW) is funded by the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) as part of a network of regional Research Design Services in England. The Research Design Service provides advice on research design to researchers in the North West who are developing proposals for national, peer-reviewed funding competitions for applied health or social care research. This would include schemes such as the NIHR Research for Patient Benefit, Personal Awards Schemes and Programme Grants as well as opportunities from major funders such as the Medical Research Council  and charitable organisations like The Wellcome Trust. The aim of the service is to increase the number of successful applications for funding for applied people-focused health and social care research.

The Institute of Health Sciences (IHS) www.manchester.ac.uk/ihs is a networked organisation that brings together health science groups within the University of Manchester and our local partner NHS Trusts – primary care, acute, mental health and NHS North West.  We support interdisciplinary networks, promote new alliances, support strategic developments and promote the prestige of the health sciences community in Greater Manchester and the NW, helping improve health care practice through high quality research in the health sciences. 
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