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Do you have an interest in the research and development of treatments for children?

Would you like to help influence research into children’s medicines?
Are you a parent, carer or young person (over 18) with experience of research or NHS services for children?
If yes, then you could become a Lay Representative on the Board of the Greater Manchester, Lancashire and South Cumbria Medicines for Children Research Network (GMLC). As a Lay Representative you will have an important role in helping to advise the professional members of our Board, as we are committed to involving young people, parents and carers in our work. 

What is GMLC? 

GMLC helps the NHS to carry out important research into medicines used to treat children across Greater Manchester, Lancashire and South Cumbria. We are based at the Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital and are one of 6 Local Research Networks across England that form the Medicines for Children Research Network (www.mcrn.org.uk). Our research studies investigate treatments in many childhood conditions including diabetes, epilepsy and asthma.  More information about the GMLC is available at our website at www.gmlc-mcrn.org.uk 

Who can be a Lay Representative?

We are seeking Lay Representatives who have experience of research or NHS services for children and young people, either as a patient or as a parent/carer of a child. We are looking for people 18 years and over who will be able to represent the views of patients, families and the general public and who can give a different perspective to healthcare professionals. 

What will it involve?
The GMLC Board meets up to 4 times a year during office hours and mainly in Manchester (once a year we meet in Lancashire). As our Lay Representative you will be paid full travel expenses to attend our meetings and will also be paid a fixed fee for attending the Board. We hope to appoint several Lay Representatives to ensure a wide range of views and also ensure at least two people can attend each meeting. 

We will be offering full training and support to our Lay Representatives to make sure that they have everything they need to get fully involved. The training will be arranged around the needs and availability of our Lay Representatives and as for Board meetings, travel and a fee will be paid if training is attended.
Appointment to the GMLC Board will be for 2 years and you will also be expected to be part of our Consumer Panel. The Panel will be a larger group of people who are also interested in getting involved with GMLC. The Panel will have the chance to take part in a variety of activities such as advising on patient information materials for research studies or helping develop our website to be more child and parent friendly. Most of this will be done virtually, either by email or telephone and you can commit to as much or as little as you wish.
Our Lay Representatives will:
· Have experience of research or NHS services involving children as a patient, parent, carer or member of the public

· Be able to represent the views of patients, families and the general public and be able draw from personal experience to advise the GMLC Board
· Have a general interest in medicines and research in children and a willingness to learn more about these areas

· Appreciate the importance of conducting research in medicines used in children and also the value of involving families and children in these research activities

· Actively contribute to Board meetings and the Consumer Panel

· Listen to others, respect their opinions and be able to express their own views
· Be able to travel and attend Board meetings up to 4 times a year although Lay Representatives will only be expected to attend twice a year

· Prepare in advance for the Board, i.e. read information sent out before the meeting

· Attend training to help develop knowledge and skills required for the role if required
· Maintain confidentiality on any sensitive or confidential information encountered as part of the role. Each representative will be required to sign a confidentiality form prior to taking up the role
· Declare any conflict of interest
· Raise any issues they may have with the GMLC User Involvement Co-ordinator who is on hand to provide support and advice to Lay Representatives
How do I apply?
If you want to apply for the role, then please fill out an application form and return before the closing date. We will use information in the application form to help us select suitable people to be interviewed for the role. The interview will not be formal like a job interview, but will give applicants the chance to find out more about GMLC and help us to choose the most suitable people.
All applicants will be invited to join our Consumer Panel if they are not appointed to the GMLC Board.

Application forms can be returned by email to user.involvement@cmft.nhs.uk or by post using the address below.
Joanne Glossop
User Involvement Co-ordinator
Greater Manchester, Lancashire and South Cumbria Medicines for Children Research Network

5th Floor, Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital

Oxford Road 

Manchester

M13 9WL

If you have any questions please contact Joanne on 0161 701 6947 or email user.involvement@cmft.nhs.uk 
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