
 
 

 
NIHR GREATER MANCHESTER CLRN MONTHLY UPDATE – JANUARY 2010 

 
THIS MONTH 
It has been another successful month for GMCLRN ς thanks to all of you for your continued support. 
In this issue: 

O we welcome new staff to support researchers in the set-up and running of commercial trials 
O report excellent progress for the NW exemplar project 
O award more than £1.4 million in additional infrastructure support 
O show you how GMCLRN stacks up against all the other CLRNs for recruitment so far this year 
O as usual we update you on Trust by Trust CSP data and accrual plus the performance of our 

Priority Groups 
O and new this month we now provide you with performance data on Trust R&D approval 

times for NIHR portfolio studies ς one of our major performance indicators ς so take a look 
and see how your Trust is doing! 

 
NEW MEMBER OF INDUSTRY TEAM 
Welcome to Debbie Vinsun who has been appointed as Study Site Co-ordinator for the GMCLRN. 
Debbie is helping in the timely set up of clinical trials and supporting sites as needed throughout the 
study cycle. Debbie has worked as a Research Nurse in a phase I clinical unit for 13 years and recently 
completed her MSc in Clinical Research. Contact 0161 291 5629 or debbie.vinsun@manchester.ac.uk 
 

NORTH WEST EXEMPLAR PROGRAMME UPDATE 
Twenty 'Exemplar' studies have now been identified. Of these, seven have received NHS Permission 
at their first site and a further eight have started the CSP process. Set-up times for the first seven 
studies compare favourably with the desired 'industry standard' of 70 calendar days, with a median 
time from R&D Form validation to NHS Permission of only 51 days. Recruitment is progressing well 
and two North West Exemplar studies have screened the first global patient - the first time in over 
five years that Novartis UK has achieved this. 
Across Greater Manchester there are currently nine confirmed Exemplar trials of which we are the 
lead CLRN in six. These trials will be carried out at eight different GM sites. 
In addition to the quantitative information that is being captured on study set-up and recruitment, 
Manchester Business School is being commissioned to capture qualititative evidence and provide the 
basis for spreading best practice across the NHS in England. 
For more information on the exemplar visit http://nwexemplar.nihr.ac.uk 
 
FURTHER FUNDING AWARDS 
Following an additional allocation of funding from the NIHR CRNCC, we requested bids from each of 
our Local Priority Groups to further support their research. We are pleased to report that just over 
£1.4 million has now been awarded across our priority groups plus additional funding to support the 
development of a research nurse team dedicated to recruitment in primary care. Congratulations to 
all of the priority groups who submitted bids which were of a high standard.  
 
UPDATE ON CSP 
CSP is our eye on the future – it tells us what studies are up and coming across our network.  
{ƛƴŎŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 57 studies have been accepted into CSP. As of 22 January 2010, 
there were 283 studies within CSP for Greater Manchester. This equates to 497 approvals to be 
completed by our Trusts through CSP. We are the lead CLRN on 119 of these studies. This puts us in 
the top quartile of CLRNs nationally. 
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HOW IS MANCHESTER CLRN DOING COMPARED WITH OTHERS? 
Here we show the three NW CLRNs (in red) compared with all of the other CLRNs in England. Well 
done to all of our research teams for working so hard to get us to this position. 

TRUST BY TRUST RECRUITMENT DATA 
For the first time this month we see Pennine Acute move into the top spot for recruitment among the 
hospital Trusts ς a really impressive performance. Tameside is looking pretty good too and Salford is 
ƻƴ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘΦ 
 

NHS Organisation 
 

Total 
(including +/- studies) 

Position This Month  
(last month) 

ReGroup (10 GM PCTs) 111 (+24) 1 (1) 
Central Manchester University Hospitals Foundation Trust 93 (+8) 2 (2) 
Salford Royal Foundation Trust 68 (+6) 3 (3) 
Christie Hospital Foundation Trust 49 (+5) 4 (4) 
University Hospital of South Manchester Foundation Trust 39 (+0) 5 (5) 
The Pennine Acute Hospitals Trust 25 (+2) 6 (6) 
Wrightington, Wigan and Leigh Foundation Trust 19 (+1) 7 (7) 
Manchester Mental Health & Social Care Trust 19 (+5) 8 (9) 
Royal Bolton Hospital Foundation Trust  16 (0) 9 (7) 
Trafford Healthcare Trust 15 (0) 10 (9) 
Greater Manchester West Mental Health Foundation Trust 13 (+3) 11 (12) 
Stockport Foundation Trust 12 (0) 12 (11) 
Tameside Hospital Foundation trust 9 (0) 13 (13) 
Pennine Care Foundation Trust 6 (0) 14 (14) 
Greater Manchester 440 (+48)  



.ƭǳŜ ōŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǊŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ the yellow triangles represent the target for 
ŜŀŎƘ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ 

 
 
Among the PCTs we see NHS Salford remains ahead but NHS Manchester are now performing 
strongly. 



PRIORITY GROUP PERFORMANCE 
The Vascular research group remain our top recruiters but the Human Development group ς 
especially reproductive health ς has increased its numbers significantly. Our thanks as usual to all of 
our priority group principal investigators, their trials teams and our clinical leads for maintaining such 
a strong performance. 
 

TRUST R&D APPROVAL TIMES 
Finally, as promised, we are now able to bring you Trust by Trust R&D approval times. The data show 
the time from R&D form submission to the issue of an R&D approval letter at each Trust. This is a key 
performance indicator for NIHR and is very relevant to researchers and to commercial sponsors. 
 
Shown on the chart are two dotted lines, the upper line is the current national average approval time 
and the lower line the current NIHR goal. Red bars show approval times for each Trust (the lower the 
better) and green bars the number of approved NIHR portfolio studies (the higher the better). 
Because CLRNs only provide infrastructure support to NIHR portfolio studies the higher the green 
bars the better in terms of justifying our continued investment in each Trust. 
 
It is really gratifying to see that five of our Trusts are already at or below the current goal. Particular 
congratulations go to ReGroup who have achieved the best overall approval times for a relatively 
large number of NIHR studies across all of the ten GM PCTs and to Central Manchester who have 
approved the greatest number of studies within the target time.  
 
It is obvious, however, that we need to see significant improvements in some of our partner 
organisations and we will be working with them to see how we can help. 



GMCLRN CONTACT DETAILS 
Martin Gibson Director   martin.gibson@manchester.ac.uk  0161 291 5888 
Wǳƭƛŀ hΩ¢ƻƻƭŜ Senior Manager  ƧǳƭƛŀΦƻΩǘƻƻƭŜϪƳŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΦŀŎΦǳƪ  0161 291 5910 
Jane Pearson Lead RM&G Manager jane.pearson@manchester.ac.uk  0161 291 5878 
Richard Sherburn RM&G Manager  rmggmclrn@manchester.ac.uk  0161 291 5911  
Mark Sidaway Information Manager mark.sidaway@manchester.ac.uk  0161 291 5886 
Craig Johnson Portfolio Officer  craig.johnson@manchester.ac.uk  0161 291 5889 
Paul Hedgeland Industry Manager paul.hedgeland@googlemail.com  0161 291 5887 
Debbie Vinsun Study Site Co-ordinator debbie.vinsun@manchester.ac.uk  0161 291 5629 
Ann Lundy PA/Administrator ann.lundy@manchester.ac.uk  0161 291 5888 
James Garner Assistant Administrator james.garner@manchester.ac.uk  0161 291 5881 
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