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GREATER MANCHESTER LANCASHIRE & SOUTH CUMBRIA MEDICINES FOR CHILDREN RESEARCH NETWORK

Advisory Board Minutes

27th June 2008 (11:00-12:30pm) The Reebok Stadium, Bolton
PRESENT: 
             PETER CLAYTON (CHAIR)
             SARAH RICKARD

             NICK WEBB

             PAUL SETTLE

             ALISTAIR GIBSON

             VANESSA POUSTIE

             SURESH VICTOR

             KEITH CHANTLER

             DAVID LEVY

             BIBIAN OFOEGBU

             ANTHONY EMMERSON

             DHIA MAHMOOD

             MARIA THORNTON

             NICKY BAMFORD (FOR KARL RAKSHI)
             EGWARE ODEKA

             MEGAN THOMAS

             LIZ HALLETT
APOLOGIES: 

                   HELENA PRADY
                   PETER POWELL

                   CHRIS COOPER

                   MARTIN HODGSON

                   BOB POSTLETHWAITE

ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES TAKEN BY LIZ HALLETT (GMLC SECRETARY)

1. Matters Arising
· PC welcomed the group to the meeting
· The minutes from the previous meeting were agreed and there were no outstanding items
2. Network update
· SR informed the group about current staffing:
· Liz Hallett (GMLC Secretary) started in post 1st April.
· June Webber (Band 7 Senior Nurse) to start ASAP, still awaiting CRB clearance after 14 weeks.
· Ann Mc Govern (Band 6 Trials Practitioner) started recently - 4th June
· Both trial co coordinators Neville Young and Mark Sidaway are moving onwards and upwards to new posts. Although it is a loss we are pleased that the network has provided them with excellent training and tools for them to take into their new positions outside of the trust. Neville Young has moved to the Clinical Trials Unit in Leeds and Mark Sidaway has gone to an I.T post in the Manchester Comprehensive Research Network
· SR predicted 500-600 patients may be recruited this year by network sites, although 400 may be more realistic
· PC noted that Blackburn was the networks top recruiting site and congratulated them on their success
· PC stated that our 1st Annual Conference will be used to celebrate the success of the network
· SR noted that every site is involved in at least one study with an average 3 studies per DGH
3. Updates from network sites (Research Leads)
 Blackpool (MT)
· Waiting for Magnetic trial to start
· MENDS trial has been under discussion regarding where a new site should be based at in Lancs
· Interested in opening ICISS

Action point: SR to speak to trial co-ordinator and get  ICISS to be opened at Blackpool
 East Lancs (NB)

· ICISS in process of opening
· DEPICTED open at both sites and recruited well
· ADEPT also open

· A new research nurse would be helpful from CLRN funding
Salford Royal (PS)
· BOOST II and TIPIT now open

· Trials have done remarkable things for the Hospital/ Community
· Network has encouraged staff which has processed new ideas and thoughts
· Brought about a proposal for a vaccine (Ravi Agarwal), widening participation across MCRN
St Mary’s (SV & AE)

· AE noted problems with BOOST II due to structure and activities of neonatal unit at SMH the structure of the unit
· SV noted that AdDIT was due to open
· DEPICTED open, and recruitment finished

· Metabalome study progressing well

· TIPIT was now running smoothly

Tameside (DL)
· Magnetic still waiting to open, hoping to get this trial running well before embarking on others
· SR stated it would be open in the next 6-8 weeks hopefully
Preston (DM)
· ADEPT has started recruiting

· TIPIT will be up and running soon
· Magnetic hopefully will be ready by September
· Interested in being involved with Lancashire MENDS site

Pennine (EO)
· Interest from all sites in Trust

· Issues with allocating time for research

· Encouraging uptake, a lot still to be done

· Having a research nurse in post would be helpful
Wythenshawe (BO)
· Advert out for research nurse, would prefer to backfill

· MAGNETIC; still waiting (6-8 weeks)

· ADEPT currently not recruiting too well, may be issues with consent from junior staff
· TIPIT waiting for approval as step down unit
· Registrars due to rotate and so more GCP training needed

Action point: SR organise more GCP training course dates (August).

4. Funding allocations

· PC informed the group about current funding opportunities and allocations for the network
· Monthly management meetings held between SR, PC & HP to assess funding and how and when to allocate to sites
· Trying to ensure that all sites get some funding that relates to their current and future activity; but imprecise science at present as not all studies are open

· PC noted that as the network grew, hopefully the funding will too
FSF Allocation:

· Around £82,000 allocated from DH
· In order to ensure the FSF money is spent in year, PC outlined that the network planned to allocate about 2/3 of the money to existing Research Leads, including primary care, as well as to some key researchers within CMMC, with the remainder distributed via applications
· SR will shortly send out FSF allocation document to PI’s and other research active consultants to seek applications

Action Point: SR to add funding allocation amount to FSF document
5. The Advisory Board and its future role
· PC thanked everyone for their contribution to the Board thus far as the Board has definitely contributed to our success to date

· PC suggested the Advisory Board be renamed as just the Board
6. Any Other Business
· VP outlined the importance of being aware of other MCRN’s performance

· NW stated that hopefully our network could compete favourably with the other LRNs

· NW enquired about broadening boundaries and including other areas. SR stated she had already discussed moving into Yorkshire, but that with current staff shortages we may need to take this forward next year
Next meeting is 2-4pm, 3rd October 2008 at Nowgen on Grafton Street (next to MRI)
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