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GREATER MANCHESTER LANCASHIRE & SOUTH CUMBRIA MEDICINES FOR CHILDREN RESEARCH NETWORK

Board Meeting

Minutes
2-4pm, 21st November 2008, Post Graduate Centre, Manchester Royal Infirmary, Manchester
PRESENT:
Peter Clayton

Nicholas Webb

Sarah Rickard

June Green

Helena Prady

Lisa Kauffmann

Megan Thomas

Chris Cooper
Keith Chantler

Dan Hindley

Maria Thornton (on behalf of Stuart Eglin)

Anthony Emmerson

Egware Odeka
Naharmal Soni (on behalf of Karl Rakshi)
Apologies:
Paul Settle

Vanessa Poustie

David Levy 

Jonathan Green

Peter Callery

Bibian Ofoegbu

Suresh Victor 

Karl Rakshi

Peter Powell

Dhia Mahmood

BOARD MINUTES TAKEN BY: June Green (Senior Research Nurse)
1. Matters arising
PC welcomed the board to the meeting. The minutes from the previous meeting were agreed with no outstanding items.

2. Network & portfolio update
Please see attached slides for the update and portfolio of the network.
3. Updates
Stepping Hill (Chris Cooper):

· Information Matters Project is underway and is a simple study that recruits into focus groups; all is going well.

· NFS has started recruiting.

· Metabalome is underway and they have checked birth records and have a good response to invitation letters sent out to those eligible
· Detemir is in set up.

· Sara Bennett (Network funded nurse) is doing well.

St Mary’s (Anthony Emmerson):

· TIPIT is going well
· Nurse being recruited to support research (part funded by Greater Manchester CLRN)
· RECRUIT is open but 3 refusals so far. 
East Lancs (Naharmal Soni):

· DEPICTED has fully recruited
· ADEPT recruiting well, almost all eligible babies entered.

· Seeking local nurse to fund to support research
· Wish to appoint second Research Lead, agreed in principle by SR

Community (Dan Hindley):

· ICISS open in Bolton.

PAT (Egware Odeka):

· Appointed a second lead as multi sited Trust; Dr Toni Tan.

· Identified advance practitioners to be supported locally (2 nurses).

· Working with R&D
· Metabalome; will become involved at Fairfield.

· ICISS; 3 sites involved.

· TIPIT; in set up at sites.

· MAGMETIC due to open at Fairfield (A&E) shortly
Preston (Dhia Mahmood via email):

· TIPIT recruiting well.

· MAGNETIC; awaiting start date.

· New consultants coming into post will allow more research in the future.
Blackpool (Megan Thomas):

· Looking forward to MAGNETIC starting. Approval through but Dr Kate Goldberg currently on leave so hope to start on her return. There will be some training implications as staff have changed since the original hoped for starting date.

· Awaiting approval for ICISS, MT the PI. Unfortunately a suitable child presented but approval not through. Liaised with Richard Newton but child would have had to have been transferred to Manchester to be included in the trial which was not felt to be appropriate. 

· Diabetes and CF trials considered (network did not approve diabetes trial - therefore we are not proceeding. Dr Johnson has decided not to proceed with CF trial.)

· Have interest by 2 experienced Paediatric Nurses to do some part-time research nurse work. Are awaiting job approvals and hope to advertise before Christmas and appoint in the New Year.

· Are involved in Optimum study and wondered whether this would be included in the MCRN portfolio. SR to find out more

 
4. New Research Lead appointments
· PC outlined 2 new Research Lead appointments; Prof Jonathan Green (CAMHS) and Dr Dan Hindley (Community)

· Their roles will be to offer advice and expertise in these settings

5. Flexibility & Sustainability Funding (FSF) allocations
· This item was covered in slides presented by SR

6. Clinical Trials Unit
· NW outlined the new Manchester Clinical Trials Unit (CTU) he is involved with developing
· It will be a bolt onto the current Christie Hospital CTU and will use their accreditation
· There will also be a dedicated inpatients facility for trials within new Childrens Hospital which will expand capacity and allow more difficult studies to be conducted
7. Other R&D update:

· Cumbria & Lancashire CLRN have called for submissions for PAs for consultants for the 09-10 year. SR is co-ordinating with the relevant Research Leads and R&D Managers about submitting bids.
8. Meeting dates for 2009
· 6th February 2pm-4pm, Boardroom, Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital, Pendlebury.
· 12th June 11am – 1pm, Royle Hartle Suite, De vere Whites, Reebok Stadium, Bolton. (prior to network conference)

· 30th October 2pm – 4.30pm, Seminar Room, Postgraduate Centre, Manchester Royal Infirmary
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